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Introduction: 

Two years ago, we asked the parties represented in the Bundestag whether a 

democracy enquiry was appropriate (see BBE-newsletter 2/2011)? The question of 

the possibilities of democratising representative democracy should be taken up with 

its representatives as a topic for the Bundestag and its deliberations, according to the 

forthcoming BBE Impulse Paper on the upcoming Bundestag elections. There have 

already been good experiences with the Enquete Commission "The Future of Civic 

Engagement". In the year of the Bundestag elections, we are therefore once again 

raising the question of a possible Enquete on democracy. We have asked the 

members of parliament to send us an update of their position. Since a democracy 

enquiry has already been running at state level in Rhineland-Palatinate since 15 

November 2011, this focus will begin with a contribution by Pia Schellhammer MdL, 

Chair of the Enquete Commission "Active Civic Involvement for a Strong Democracy". 

 

Pia Schellhammer: Quo vadis Democracy?- 

On 15 November 2011, the Enquete Commission "Active Citizen Participation for a 

Strong Democracy" was appointed by the state parliament in Rhineland-Palatinate. 

Pia Schellhammer MdL, BÜNDNIS 90/DIE GRÜNEN, explains in her guest contri-

bution as chairperson of this unanimously agreed commission of inquiry its goals, 

mandate and procedure. In the first phase, the social dimensions of participation 

were dealt with intensively. The topics ranged from child and youth participation to 

the analysis of barriers to participation for disabled and elderly people. In the next 

phase, the Enquiry Commission dealt intensively with the prerequisites for successful 

citizen participation, such as information. In the third phase, which began in March, 

the focus is now on concrete participation procedures, which are also being 

examined on the basis of ongoing participation processes. The Enquiry Commission 

is expected to present a final report in autumn 2014. However, the large number of 

enquiries already indicates a broad supraregional interest in its work, although its 
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focus is on the municipal and state levels, i.e. the federal and European levels are 

hardly touched beyond fundamental discussions on participation. 

 

Prof. Dr. Roland Roth: For a democracy enquiry 

For political scientist Roland Roth, there is "enough to do" for a Bundestag 

commission of inquiry on questions of democracy. Civic protests and citizen partici-

pation have experienced an upswing at all levels in recent years, and the number of 

experimental sites aimed at greater participation has increased from the EU to the 

municipalities. However, many questions remain regarding their results and imple-

menttation. In ten points, Roland Roth explains the continuing need for the establish-

ment of a Democracy Enquiry Commission of the Bundestag. The work of such an 

enquiry should be particularly participatory and involve the population in the debate, 

e.g. through citizens' forums and the intensive use of new media. 

 

Klaus Riegert, MdB: Promoting engagement as a democratic policy  

According to Klaus Riegert, CDU/CSU faction in the German parliament, the demand 

for a democratic inquiry is above all a demand for more citizen participation. This 

inquiry has already taken place in the form of the inquiry commission "Future of Civic 

Involvement" and the subsequent institutionalised engagement policy. The promotion 

of civic engagement as a democratic policy is now the focus of attention. The 

Participation Initiative of the State of Baden-Württemberg, the National Engagement 

Strategy of the Federal Government, the introduction of the Federal Voluntary 

Service and the Act to Strengthen Volunteerism represent different facets of this 

democracy policy. 

 

Ute Kumpf, MdB: Do we need a democracy enquiry? 

Despite the triumph of democracy, most citizens feel powerless. A need for opening 

up politics and institutions is obvious to MdB Ute Kumpf, SPD faction. This is about 

more than direct democratic procedures. An important challenge is to identify instru-

ments of participation which do not simply further strengthen the weight of the strong, 

but actually benefit the weak. Kumpf sees this as a particularly important task. A 

further central theme for a democracy inquiry will be the question of how to improve 

and further develop the interlocking of civil society and state in the future. 

 

 



Harald Koch, MdB: Further "Yes" to a democracy enquete! 

 

Harald Koch, Member of the German Bundestag, faction DIE LINKE, continues to take 

a positive view of a democracy enquiry in order to work through fundamental and 

long-term social and political problems and to propose and promptly implement 

concrete political solutions. In addition to the processing of democracy deficits, he 

sees a special task in the topics of democratisation of the economy and the further 

development of the municipality into a solidarity municipality. An important step 

forward is the foundation and expansion of projects of the Solidarity-based Economy. 

At all levels - from the municipality to international institutions - the aim is to increase 

the participation of those affected in decision-making. Accordingly, Koch advocates 

supplementing the parliaments with round tables or economic and social councils at 

all levels. 

 

Ingrid Hönlinger, MdB: Democracy thrives on citizen participation  

For Ingrid Hönlinger, MdB of the Green Party, the further development of democracy 

and an expansion of the rights of citizens to have a say are necessary, especially in 

the implementation of large infrastructure projects. Several positive examples show 

that an appropriate involvement of citizens can increase the acceptance of large 

projects in society and even contribute to an improvement in the quality of planning. It 

therefore supports the establishment of a democracy enquiry, which can help to 

make democracy more creative and future-proof.. 

 

Stephan Thomae: Do we need a democracy enquiry? 

The success story of parliamentary democracy in post-war Germany cannot be a 

justification for paralysis for Stephan Thomae, MdB of the FDP parliamentary group. 

Democracy thrives on change and is a participatory event - in this respect, the 

invitation to increased participation is also uncomfortable because you have to leave 

the benches. Depending on the context, petitions, discussion forums, citizens' 

opinions or citizens' decisions can create a higher quality and acceptance of political 

decisions. One of the tasks of a democracy enquiry could be to create further spaces 

for citizen participation. 

 

 

 



The 5th BBE Lunch Debate  

The 5th BBE Lunch Debate took place on 18.04.2013 on the topic "Civic engagement 

in demographic change - rural areas need a future" in the premises of BP Europa SE 

and was moderated by Heidemarie Rubart, representative of the Speakers' Council 

for Demographic Change.  

After a keynote speech by Dr. Harald Michel (Institute for Applied Demography 

gGmbH) and a commentary by Peter Fels (staff unit Municipal Education Manage-

ment / District of Vorpommern-Greifswald), the invited guests from politics, business, 

science and civil society organisations had the opportunity to discuss possible 

strategies for action. Among other things, they discussed the question of whether 

demographic change can be controlled from above or whether the main initiatives 

should rather come from the regions. Overall, the citizens as actors should be 

brought more into focus and the professionalisation of structures for the "caretakers" 

on the ground should be supported. At the same time, it was important to strengthen 

CSR initiatives in rural regions. All in all, a benevolent, unbureaucratic promotion is 

needed, which, in addition to the provision of financial resources, above all includes 

structural support on site. Since there is no ideal solution, a longer-term support that 

allows a variety of strategic concepts and sufficient space for experimentation is 

sensible. Furthermore, new alliances or formats of cooperation are needed, also 

beyond municipal borders. 

 

SPECIALIST COURSE  

Engagement culture and democracy: series of events  

On 8 May 2013, an event will be held in Darmstadt on the topic of "Civic engagement in party 

competition: More inner-party democracy? The lecture by Prof. Dr. Uwe Jun, Department of 

Political Science at the University of Trier, will be commented on by Prof. Dr. Thomas Leif, 

Chief Reporter Television Südwestrundfunk, Mainz. The lecture is part of the series "Engage-

ment Culture and Democracy" of the Schader Foundation, the Stiftung Mitarbeit and the 

Technical University Darmstadt, Institute for Political Science. The aim of the event series is 

to draw attention to the hitherto little-noticed transitional area between civic engagement and 

the functioning of democratic institutions. Prof. Dr. Roland Roth, Institute for Research on 

Protest and Movement, Berlin, is scientific advisor to the series, which began in autumn 2012 

and will run until the end of 2013.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Further information is available at  

www.schader-stiftung.de/wohn_wandel/1264.php   -→  Program expired.) 

 

Impulses: culture of engagement and democracy  

A series of events of the Schader Foundation, the Stiftung Mitarbeit and the Technical 

University Darmstadt, Institute for Political Science  

Autumn 2012 to autumn 2013, presented by Dr. Ruth Fühner (Hessischer Rundfunk) 

 To the programme of the event series:  

The series "Impulses: Engagement Culture and Democracy" aims to draw attention to the 

hitherto little-noticed transitional area between civic engagement and the functioning of 

democratic institutions. Using academic expertise and practical examples, the aim is to 

explore what democratic legitimation of political decisions in the municipality means today. 

What contribution can a strong culture of engagement and political participation make to a 

living municipal democracy?  

The series of events creates a forum for dialogue for all committed people from the 

municipalities, promoters of civil commitment and interested citizens. Here, knowledge, 

experiences, ideas and opinions that could enrich the development of society are discussed 

in an exchange with scientists and representatives from the field. 

Scientific advice:- 

Prof. Dr. Roland Roth, Institute for Protest and Movement Research, Berlin  

Overall moderation: 

Dr. Ruth Fühner, Hessischer Rundfunk  

Start of the event in each case 18:00 h, end around 20:00 h  

A registration is not necessary. The participation is free of charge.  

The venue: 

Schader-Forum, Goethestraße 2, 64285 Darmstadt  

Your contact person:  

Dr. Tobias Robischon  

Schader-Stiftung, Goethestraße 2, 64285 Darmstadt  

Telefon 0 61 51 /17 59 - 12  

robischon@schader-stiftung.de 
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