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INSPIRATIONS / INFORMATIONS 
 

by the way: 

... the citizens of the two largest German cities decided on the future of their energy supply. 

In Hamburg, the "Our Hamburg, our network" initiative successfully campaigned for approval 

to buy back the electricity, district heating and gas pipeline networks. In Berlin, the Berlin 

energy table narrowly missed the required quorum of 25 percent despite an approval of more 

than 80 percent. The repurchase of the electricity grids from the current supplier Vattenfall is 

thus off the table for now. 

 

NOTES: 

It goes its course 

 
Some comments from the demographers point of view on the annual report of the 

federal government on the state of German unity 2013 / by Dr Harald Michel 

 

Do you want to hear the good news first or the bad news first? Chapter 7 (Demography) 

of the Federal Government's annual report on the state of German unity 2013 is similar, 

whereby the authors have chosen the priority of the supposedly good news, knowing 

that this will dominate the headlines and the actual core of the event let it take a back 

seat. 

 

OUR AUTHOR 

Dr. Harald Michel was born on October 17th, 1955 in 

Bischofswerda. He graduated from Humboldt 

University in 1981 with a degree in sociology. In 1985 

he received his PhD in Dr. oec. on a population 

history topic. Until 1991 he was a research assistant 

at the Chair of Demography. In 1992 he founded the 

Institute for Applied Demography. He has been 

teaching at Humboldt University since 1993. In the 

main course he reads "Economic and social-historical 

aspects of demography". 

He is the editor of the IFAD edition, which has been 

published since 1992. Dr. Michel advises the regional 

governments of Brandenburg, Saxony, Saxony-

Anhalt, Saarland and Thuringia, among others. 

 

 

 

However, the agreement with the corresponding jokes stops here, because the apparently 

good news about the demographic development in East Germany turns out to be closer to a 

closer look than wishes that do not stand up to an unbiased analysis of the real demo-social 

processes. 
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So there can be no talk of a "largely stop the migration", let alone a "trend reversal". The 

superficial examination of reduced migration balances between east and west ignores two 

essential aspects: 

Inland migration between East and West Germany has always been highly selective in terms 

of age and gender, but also other social characteristics (education!). 

The gross emigration underlying the apparently low net loss of East Germany of 2,000 in 

2012 is still well over 100,000, which essentially corresponds to the characteristics described 

above - young, female, well-educated. This reinforces the demo-social differences between 

East and West Germany even more, which would also be the case if the migration balance 

were positive, given the conditions described! The authors' delight in the lower net migration 

balances is at least surprising for another, trivial reason. Since 2010, generations born in East 

Germany after the fall of the wall have moved into the age of active migration. For reasons 

known (birth slump), these age groups are up to 50 percent smaller in number than the 

previous generations. In many East German countries there is hardly anyone in the 

appropriate age group who could migrate now and in the near future. 

 

There is no turning point 

 

The other “good news”, the alleged 

upward trend for the birth rate in 

eastern Germany turns out to be a 

chimera when viewed in light. The key 

figure used to prove this claim as a 

reference is a total fertility rate 

calculated on a periodic basis, which is 

specifically susceptible to changes in 

the pattern of age-specific fertility (age 

of mothers at birth of their children). 

Just as this indicator significantly 

oversubscribed the development after 

the turn in East Germany, in reality it 

was essentially a postponement of births in this generation (timing effect), the current 

increase is due to an adjustment and catch-up process and therefore cannot be achieved by 

anybody Be seized as a success of any policies. After the "good" news and the real one 

Development: 

 

Contrary to a suggested trend reversal, all demographic processes in East Germany are 

running without exception on the paths that have been shown for about 20 years. The aging 

and shrinking process, it is stated in the report after three pages of apparent success reports, 

continues unabated and will even increase in intensity compared to the West German states. 

The population of eastern Germany will shrink more rapidly in the next 18 years than in the 

past 22 years, and the process of shifting the age structure (aging) will accelerate, which will 

further increase the demographic differences between eastern and western Germany. 

 

Of course, this does not remain without effects on the settlement structures and their 

development in East Germany. The rural areas, which make up around four fifths of the East 
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German states, are subject to permanent and far-reaching demographic change processes, 

which in particular call into question the provision of services of general interest in an 

increasing number of areas. This process is further reinforced by the internal migration in 

eastern Germany, since a few urban centers can stabilize through migration from rural areas, 

albeit only temporarily. These processes of “demographic cannibalization” in East Germany 

promote the accelerated desolation of further areas on the one hand and should not be 

reinforced by unproductive competition projects from municipalities and regions within the 

framework of so-called demographic concepts and initiatives in the competition for residents. 

 

The greatest challenges in coping with demographic change in East Germany, with the 

central point of ensuring the provision of general interest for a large part of the inhabitants of 

these parts of the country, are therefore still to come and will cause increasing costs, which, 

however, are no longer historically legitimated as “costs of Unity ”. Shrinking and glossing 

over the problems arising from demographic developments endangers the scope for action 

of all those affected in the long term! 


