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Urban and housing construction in the GDR 

 
Ideology - politics - reality 
 

Since the social change and the transformation of the political, economic and social system of the 

GDR, the prefabricated housing estates declared as "typical GDR" have also come under public and 

scientific criticism (HÄUßERMANN, 1996). The residents of the prefabricated housing estates were 

stigmatized from a media perspective and the "panel" became an enemy image worthy of demolition. 

This external view of the new housing estates completely contradicted the self-view of its residents 

(cf. STRUBELT, 1992, HUNGER, 1992). In recent years, a serious, historical evaluation and 

assessment of the social and housing policy reality of the GDR began, to which this work is to 

contribute in part. 
 
The aim of this work is to show the connection between the planning of the socialist social model 

(ideology, principles, concepts) and its structural and spatial implementation using the urban and 

housing policy of the GDR. This included the specific political relationships between the GDR and the 

Soviet Union, which only offered limited options for action in the GDR. 
 
The work begins with an illustration of the functioning of the GDR system of rule, which was 

legitimized by the theory of Marxism-Leninism and characterized by the primacy of party politics 

(Chapter 2). The dogmas of Marxism-Leninism formed the framework for the "Socialist Unity Party of 

Germany" (SED), which sought to build socialism in all social and economic areas. The politics of the 

party and the primacy of politics were decisive for the direction of the national development path. 
 
After the presentation of the power-political relationships and dependencies in the GDR, Chapter 3 

explains the ideological and theoretical foundations of the socialist social model using the example 

of socialist living and lifestyle. There are essentially standardized ideas and expectations about 

social life in socialism with regard to working, living, living together, behavior and thinking, 

recreation and education etc. The doctrine of Marxism-Leninism formed the basis for this. The 

party's socio-political goal was to bring all classes and classes into line by creating equal living 

conditions and relationships. This corresponded to the basic idea of the "socialist city", in which 

social segregation was to be overcome. The SED government considered the new apartments and 

new settlements in particular to be suitable for implementing a socialist way of living and living. The 

cultural appreciation of living in the new apartment was therefore ideologically underpinned 

(progressiveness, high standard of living, socially compliant form of living etc. in contrast to the 

capitalist "legacies" such as backyards and outside toilets). The political implementation of the 

ideological premises shown in Chapter 3 in the GDR is the subject of Chapter 4. The focus is on the 

different political orientation and implementation of the "Principles of Urban Development" under 

ULBRICHT and HONECKER. In order to promote the socialist housing conditions and the "socialist 

way of life" in the cities, various forms of regulatory and controlling interventions by the state in 

urban and housing construction (such as allocation, housing control, rent policy, staging of mass 

initiatives) were used, which are described in Chapter 4 become. 
 
Chapter 5 deals with the success of the SED's urban and housing policy, whether it achieved its 

goals (housing program), and how pronounced the "socialist way of life" actually was in the new 

development areas. 
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